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Coming Soon: Christian Summer
Camp Ministry!

It happens each summer across the 
lands of Russia, but it’s never routine. 
Thousands of children representing all 
ages look forward eagerly to summer 
camp ministry. It happens through the 
support of SGA partners. Many young 
boys and girls come to know Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior, and begin attending 
Sunday school and church services.

And that’s the most important reason of all 
for doing it!  

SGA-sponsored missionary pastor Leonid 
Demidchik ministers in the Vitebsk 
region of Belarus. Along with his fellow 

congregations in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS), Leonid’s church 
is busily preparing this year’s summer 
outreaches. The fruit from last year’s 
ministry spurs them on to new goals and 
heights for the glory of Christ. 

It was the most significant event for our 
church in the year. We held the camp on 
the church grounds. We had the usual 
fun games, crafts and sports activities in 
the open air, and Bible lessons. 

The love for God’s Word ran through 
all the sessions, and on the final day, we 
held a discussion with the children. We 
talked about Jesus’ death on the cross, 
and how He allowed His body to be 
broken and maimed because He loved 
mankind. Because of our sin, He had to 
go to the cross and die. 

We prayed and several of the children 
(ages 11-15) prayed earnestly in 
repentance. There were kids there with 
physical challenges, and I told them of 
the Lord’s promise that one 

Summer camps are a tremendous 
opportunity for the spread of the Gospel!



Sensible Stewardship

The uncertainty of the economy and 
the astonishing stock market volatility 

serve as a reminder that the future is ever 
changing, and seemingly unpredictable.
We at SGA understand the apprehension 
this financial uncertainty can create . . . 
and we want to help! If you would like 
to receive steady, predictable retirement 
income, a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) 
might be the solution.

A CGA will supply you with guaranteed 
payments for life—payments that typically 
provide a much higher rate of return 
than CDs. In addition, you will receive an 

immediate income tax deduction, and each 
payment received is tax-free, in most cases. 
These are great benefits to enjoy, all while 
knowing that your CGA is creating a future 
gift that will further God’s Kingdom by 
helping to fulfill our mission!
SGA has made special arrangements 
for you to look into such matters with 
PhilanthroCorp, a nationally-known, 
Christ-centered planned giving firm. There 
is no cost or obligation to you for this 
service. They can help you explore gift 
annuity options and determine if a gift 
annuity is right for you. Simply call 1-800-
876-7958 to learn more. You can also visit 
SGA’s website at http://www.sga.org. 

Concerned About the Stock Market? A Charitable Gift Annuity Might Be The Solution! 

day, they would be able to jump and 
run, and enjoy the Kingdom of Heaven 
for eternity. At the end, a public school 
teacher who was present at the camp 
came up to thank us, and expressed her 
amazement at the spiritual food being 
given to the children.

Another camp was 
held later in the 
summer, serving 
more than 40 children 
from dysfunctional 
families. These are the 
homes where abuse, 
neglect, and the hazy 
nightmare of drugs and alcohol reign. It 
wasn’t Leonid’s initial plan, as this session 
had been organized for their church youth. 
But God had other plans — eternal ones. 
And Leonid’s church made the most of the 
opportunity that God had provided.

The quick change of program didn’t 
throw them off at all. Even the difficulties 
encountered were blessings. You could see 
the joy on the faces of the children as the 
church workers showed them the love and 
care of our Lord. 

There were schoolteachers and even a 
policeman who came to the camp, and 
they took part in the activities with 
the children! When it came time to say 
goodbye, Leonid said that they were 
able to say it as “the best of friends.” 
Considering the severe difficulties being 
encountered by churches in other former 

Soviet republics — 
difficulties that seriously 
hamper their efforts to 
reach children — this is 
truly remarkable and a 
cause for praise to God.

Your gift of $41 will help  
send one Russian child to summer camp. 
Where the economy is more expensive, 
your gift of $41 will be combined with 
other gifts to help send one child to 
summer camp. For children who are 
struggling in a world of drugs, alcohol 
and abuse, these camps are much more 
than an opportunity to break from their 
dreary routine. It’s an opportunity  for 
them to hear the life-changing Gospel, 
and to find true life in Christ. Pray with us 
for the resources needed, and for the lives 
of thousands of children to be changed 
for eternity!

“ . . . and expressed 
her amazement at the 

spiritual food being 
given to the children.”

Summer camp is a place for fun activities, but most importantly, a place for children to 
learn about the life-changing Gospel!

*At more than 6.6 million square miles, Russia is the largest 
country by area in the world, with Canada coming in second at 
3.8 million square miles. 
*Russia’s Yenesey River is the fifth-longest river in the world, 
flowing a total of 3,434 miles. It runs south to north through 
Siberia. One of the key SGA-sponsored children’s summer 
camps is held along the banks of the Yenesey near Krasnoyarsk. 

Did you know . . .



Celebrating Fruitful Christmas Outreaches

As this issue of InSight headed to press, the 

earliest reports were beginning to come in 

from churches in the CIS about the fruitful 

children’s Christmas outreaches  made 

possible by SGA partners. 

 Among the first was a report 

from churches in the former Soviet 

nation of Georgia, where the 

Immanuel’s Child outreach touched the lives of 

needy children from both unbelieving and believing 

homes . . . 

This year, we held celebrations in all of the Sunday schools. 

We purchased gifts with the funds sent by SGA partners, and 

distributed them along with the Star of Bethlehem greetings. 

Unsaved children and their parents were overwhelmed! Our 

Sunday school kids stood together with friends they had invited 

and sang songs together. The Christmas storybook we gave them 

was being read gladly—even by the parents! A few days later, all 

the children were invited to the Central Church in Gurjaani.  The 

sanctuary was packed, and almost 40 percent of the 170 children 

who came were from unbelieving families. And they even came for 

a second joint service, which lasted for about four hours. There 

was much joy and the children did not want to leave!

 In one Central Asian Muslim nation, a  local church reached 

some 200 children through SGA-sponsored Christmas ministry. 

For security reasons, we are unable to report the location. We also 

had a wonderful report from Russia’s Smolensk region, where 

SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn teams reached more than 600 

children with the Gospel and gifts provided by SGA partners. 

 Next month, we will be sharing more wonderful reports 

from Immanuel’s Child and other Christmas outreaches. You can 

also see more reports via our website at http://www.sga.org. 

Please pray that many children will respond in faith to the life-

changing Gospel! 
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My Mission
A d v e n t u r eThe Fruit of My Missions Adventure

As we approach the second year for SGA’s 

My Missions Adventure VBS/Sunday school 

curriculum, we are thankful to the Lord for 

the wonderful reports we’ve been getting 

back from participating churches. Children 

in churches across North America are excited about the 

opportunity to help reach Russian-speaking orphan children 

with Christ’s love . . . 
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D 	 I	had	the	opportunity	to	teach	a	five-w
eek	Russian	class	

at	the	homeschool	co-op	I	attended	before	I	wen
t	to	college.	

I	had	a	five-week	session	and	chose	to	
incorporate	your	My	

Missions	Adventure.	The	kids	loved	watc
hing	the	video	each	

week	and	learning	about	the	Russian	ch
ildren.	We	also	worked	on	

the	alphabet,	colors,	numbers,	songs,	and	learning	some	history	

and	culture.	For	our	final	project,	we	m
ade	felt	matryoshka	

Christmas	ornaments.	The	children	took	up	donations	an
d	we	

raised	$100	for	the	orphans.	The	(gift
)	comes	with	the	prayers	

and	blessings	of	all	the	families	in	our	group!
Avery	Ardis

Rocky	Mount,	Virginia

Thank you so much for the Missions 
Adventure kit! I was able to use the “PEDIA” 

videos, lesson plans and object lessons in the 

20-minute missions segment of our VBS. The kids loved Alysia and “PEDIA,” and the 

object lessons held their attention. I loved 

the emphasis on living for Jesus in a life of 

service rather than for ourselves. Two children 

accepted Christ during our VBS week, and many 

more thought about and prayed for Russian 

orphans for the first time. Please let us 

know if you do an MMA for 2012. The material 

was excellent and I hope to use the parts I 

didn’t have time for in other missions times 

throughout the year. 
Lucy Miller, CoordinatorGrace Baptist ChurchLancaster, PA



Reaching Roma with the Gospel
News and Analysis

How You Can Help
With the arrival of spring, churches across the lands of 
Russia start to plan summer outreaches for those in their 
communities and regions. One of the most effective children’s 
outreaches is summer camp. Whether it is a day camp 
program or a week-long day and night event, pastors and lay 
workers tirelessly prepare campgrounds and activities that 
will effectively communicate the Gospel with those attending 
the camp. Summer camp is just one of many outreaches that takes place throughout the year. 
Your continued prayer and financial support are greatly appreciated. 

Mass Exodus from Russia? 

A recent Los Angeles Times article claims 
that Russians have been leaving their home 
country in “droves,” largely due to economic 
struggles and political limitations.  

National Audit Chamber head Sergei 
Stepashin says roughly 1.25 million Russians 
have left in the last 10 years. He added that 
the exodus is so large, it’s comparable to the 
number of those who fled during the 1917 
Bolshevik Revolution. 

Bad economic times make ministry much 
more difficult for the Russian missionary 
pastors sponsored by SGA partners. Especially 
challenging are rising fuel costs. Pray with us 
for God’s continued, gracious provision for 
the sake of the Gospel. 

London Law Firm Targets Belarus 
President

A group of citizens from Belarus has hired a 
London law firm to report alleged torture by 
the regime of Belarussian president Alexander 
Lukashenko. Through the law filing, the 
citizens group claims that they were tortured 
by the regime after last December’s disputed 
presidential election. 

After the election, hundreds of demonstrators 
and opposition candidates were arrested 
and detained—many claiming torture. The 
European Union imposed a travel ban on 
President Lukashenko and other government 
officials. The legal filing is a bid to bring 
private prosecutions against the president 
wherever he travels. 

As the current regime is placed under 
increased Western pressure and scrutiny, 
pray with us that our brothers and sisters will 
not face repercussions that will hinder their 
ministry and the proclamation of the Gospel. 

Piotr Tokar
SGA-Sponsored Missionary Pastor
Shebekino, Russia (Belgorod Region)

Across Eastern Europe, including Russia 
and several former Soviet countries, 
there is a people group known as the 
Roma. More commonly, they are known 
worldwide as Gypsies, but this word is 
highly offensive to them. 

Due to cultural prejudices and some of 
their own cultural characteristics, Roma 
are often seen as outcasts of society. But 
like every other man, woman and child on 
the face of the planet, they need to hear the 
Gospel, and come to . . . the repentance that 
leads to life (Acts 11:18). 

SGA-sponsored missionary pastor Piotr Tokar 
labors in Russia’s Belgorod region, where 
there is a sizable Roma population. And 
according to Piotr, the labor is indeed hard. 

“Whenever I meet a Roma man or 
woman, I always try to tell them about 
Jesus Christ. It is not customary for Roma 
to talk to people of other nations (like 
Jewish people did not talk to Samaritans 
in John 4:9). They believe other people 
are inferior. In fact, one Roma Christian 
told me, ‘If it were not for Jesus, I would 
not even start to talk to you as you’re 
not a Roma, to say nothing about a joint 
meal with you at the table!’ 

“The Lord is doing miracles among them 
as I tell them about salvation and what 
God has done for us. And they forget that 
they are talking to a stranger. I thank 

the Lord for knocking on the door of 
their hearts, as most of them listen to His 
Word about salvation. I pray that it will 
remain in their hearts and that they will 
remember the Word of God.” 

There is a now a Roma church in Kursk 
with 30 members. The pastor, Andrew, is 
also Roma, and came from Ukraine. From 
the very beginning of his ministry, there 
were Roma coming together around him, 
and a Bible study group was formed. 

Piotr’s prayer request is for SGA partners 
to remember not only him as he labors in 
the Belgorod region, but also for Pastor 
Andrew and the entire work nationwide 
among the Roma people. The work is hard, 
and for Roma, the change in lifestyle is 
enormous — turning away from fortune-
telling, stealing, drinking and drug abuse. 
But when Jesus changes their lives, their 
lives are changed indeed! 

And although you were formerly alienated 
and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 
yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly 
body through death, in order to present you 
before Him holy and blameless and beyond 
reproach (Colossians 1:21-22). 

Please pray for Pastor Andrew and for his 
ministry among the Roma people in Russia! 

The Roma people hunger for God’s Word.
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This summer, SGA/Canada-
sponsored missionary pastors 
will again use every possible 
opportunity to organize effective 
summer camp ministries. 

For Sergei and Raisa Volokotin, 
who serve in Sukhinichi in Russia’s 
Kaluga region, their 
best option last summer 
was a playground camp. 
Like most evangelicals, 
they have had to reach 
out to their neighbours 
and earn their trust. 
Near their very humble 
House of Prayer, they 
built a playground for 
neighbourhood children. 
With the help of young 
believers from the nearby 
congregation in Sosensky, 
they organized a camp in August. 
The Lord answered their prayer for 
children, and 15 came most days. 
With five leaders, they were able to 
give attention to each precious child.

Eight-year-old Rostam was one of 
those children. Over the preceding 
year, the playground had enabled 
Sergei and Raisa to get to know 
Rostam, who had attended 
church services after visiting 
the playground. Last summer, 
Rostam, who is a Roma*, brought 
his younger brothers – Nikolai 
and Arsen, and his sister Sofia to 
the playground camp. Since the 

playground camp, the Volokotins 
have assisted Rostam’s family with 
clothing, and the parents have 
allowed Rostam and his siblings to 
attend meetings with the believers 
in Sukhinichi. 

Summer camps are not only about 
campgrounds and tents, 
they are about entrusting 
missionary pastors with 
the resources needed to 
organize fruitful summer 
camps, so that children 
in their community can 
hear the Gospel and 
come to know Jesus as 
their Lord and Saviour. 
And by God’s grace, some 
of those children bring 
their siblings and friends, 
and open the hearts of 

their parents to the Lord.

Al’s April Ministry Schedule:
17-19 – meetings with UECB 
ministry leaders – Moscow

20-24 – Stavropol Region (Russia) 
– Budennovsk House of Prayer 
Dedication & Visiting Churches and 
Ministries

25-30 – Georgia – Visiting 
Churches and Ministries especially 
those using SGA Canada funded 
“Fundamentals of the Faith” 
(First Georgian Language 
Discipleship Resource)

CANADA

Canadian Connection

Rev. Allan Vincent
Director, SGA/Canada

*Gypsy is considered a derogatory term by many Roma.


